
an image forming device; 

processing circuitry associatedyyithTthe image forming devicei 
computer program cpde-lfnplemented on the processing circuitry and 
operative to countpag^^rea and toner coverage at the image forming device 
collected oxyatpxmt job-by-print job basis; and 

memory coupled with the processing circuitry and operative to store \ 
da^file containing the user information, the output job information, and the 
sage information comprising total page area used and toner used. 
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2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the data file is a census 
transaction data file comprising cost accounting information of consumables 
utilized by the image forming device when generating output jobs. 



3. (amended) The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the total page are? 
comprises paper usage and the output job information comprises inforp:>0tion 
detailing a print job. 




4. (amended) The apparatus of clainyl^urther comprising a 
tracking apparatus configured to implement hybrid pull-push data gathering of 
transaction details from the image formin^^evice including consumable usage 
information. 

5. (amended) The/Apparatus of claim 4 further comprising a 
plurality of image forming de;yices, and wherein the tracking apparatus polls the 
image forming devices to j^llect transaction details at each of the image forming 
devices, and wherein aneast one of the image forming devices is configured to 
push the transactioiVaetails to the tracking device, if not polled, prior to a 
memory overflow/event occurring on the at least one image forming device. 
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6. (amended) The appa ratus of claim 5 further-c aawftsrrra a user 

2 interface configured t9.-i:ec^ive'unique user identification information from a user 

3 at the inriaQg.4tffming device, wherein the processing circuitry receives the user 

4 identijhfation information and merges the user identification information with 

5 QcJst data upon job completion. 



1 
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7. The apparatus of claim 6 further comprising a domain 
controller, wherein a user submits a print job to the image forming device from 
the client computer, and wherein the domain controller verifies identification of 
the user. 

8. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the image forming device 
includes a user interface, and wherein a walk-up user submits a copy job to the 
image forming device via the user interface. 



1 9. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the user interface includes a 

2 reader operative to identify the walk-up user. 




10. (amended) A hard copy output device usable with aj0Ca\ area 
network (LAN) and a client computer, comprising: 

processing circuitry communicaJiag-wtTlTthe hard copy output device 
and operative to receiveLAN'^data packets from the client computer over the 
LAN that identify-erljser and a print job; and 

femory coupled with the processing circuitry and operative to store a 
datMite containing the LAN data packets and consumable usage information 
irfcluding actual toner usage. 



1 1 . The hard copy device of claim 10 wherein the consumable 
usage information comprises paper usage and toner usage collected at the hard 
copy output device corresponding with print job completion. 
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1 12. The hard copy device of claim 1 1 further comprises a user 

2 interface configured to enable a user to input a user identification. 

1 13. The hard copy device of claim 10 wherein cost information is 

2- collected at the hard copy output device on a print-job-by-print-job basis. 

1 14. The hard copy device of claim 10 wherein the hard copy output 

2 device increments page counts to obtain cost information. 

1 15. The hard copy device of claim 10 further comprising an LDAP 

2 server and a local area network (LAN), wherein the LDAP server maintains user 

3 information and is operative to implement consumable cost recovery. 



1 16. (amended) A method of accounting for consumable us^^ for 

2 an image forming device, comprising: ^.^^^ 

3 collecting data identifying a user and a pripi-jcrB; 

4 yST) storing the data in a memor^jc>#'itienT^ forming device; 
^y^f}^ generating a printiob^'with the image forming device; 

^ determinipg^'consumable usage data including actual toner usage at 

7 the image forprmg device; and 

8 ysxox'mq the consumable usage data in the memory of the image 

9 formiffg device. 

1 17. The method of claim 16 wherein the step of storing the 

;2 consumable usage data in the memory comprises storing the page usage and the 

3 toner usage in the memory associated with the data identifying the user and the 

4 print job. 
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